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The History of the Phi Kappa Phi  
National Honor Society

Phi Kappa Phi is the only national honor society to recognize superior scholarship in all 

fields of study and invites into membership the highest ranking students from every branch 

of learning at more than 300 outstanding colleges in the United States, Puerto Rico, and 

the Philippines. Each year, approximately 30,000 members are initiated. They are united 

by their love of learning and embody the society’s motto: Philosophia Krateito Photon: “Let 

the love of learning rule humanity.”

Since its founding in 1897 at the University of Maine, Phi Kappa Phi has initiated more 

than 1 million members into its ranks: all of these members have received keys and 

certificates of membership. However, Phi Kappa Phi is much more than an emblem and 

a line on a resumé. It is a global network comprised of the best and brightest from all 

academic disciplines – a community of scholars and professionals building an enduring 

legacy for future generations.

This year marks the 48th year for Chapter 100 on the UNLV campus. The chapter was 

founded in November 1967, when 20 faculty members and five students petitioned the 

national office. Each year the chapter invites juniors in the top 7.5 percent of their class 

and seniors and graduate students in the top 10 percent.

The Phi Kappa Phi Key and Medallion

The Key of the Phi Kappa Phi National Honor Society is a globe against the background 

of the sun with rays forming a corona that radiates from behind the globe. The rays 

signify the various branches of learning and represent the dissemination of truth as light. 

Encircling the globe is a band containing the Greek letters φΚφ, Phi Kappa Phi, which 

symbolize the fraternal bond unifying the lovers of wisdom in a common purpose. 

The Phi Kappa Phi Medallion depicts the society’s seal and badge. Other features of 

the medallion include a crenelated line representing the walls of Troy, three stars for the 

three original chapters, and the founding date. The cloisonné enamel medallion, hung on 

a blue ribbon, is worn at Commencement and other academic functions, to signify the 

member’s academic achievements. 
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Initiation Ceremony

Greetings & Introductions
Joe Aldridge, President, Chapter 100

Chapter Awards
Junior Initiate with the Highest Grade Point Average/ 

Giovanna Adams | Psychology 

This honoree is installed as the student vice president and serves on Chapter 100’s Board

Robert R. Maxson Phi Kappa Phi Graduate Scholarship 
Kevin Omeed Tamandonfar | Honors Program/Biology/Pre-Med (4.00)

2014-15 Executive Board Members

President, Joe Aldridge

President-Elect, Michelle Tusan

Vice President, Cheryl Tillotson

Vice President Publicity, Donna McAleer

Secretary, Valarie Burke

Treasurer, Gina Strebel

Historian, Lea Sexton

Member at Large, Vaune Kadlubek

Member at Large, Lawrence D. Henley

Undergraduate Student Vice President, Kevin Tamandonfar
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Co-sponsored by the offi ces of the President & the 
Executive Vice President and Provost
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Chapter 100 Charter Members

Charles Adams
Jerry Crawford

Robert Davenport
James Deacon
Harrie Hess

Reuben Neumann
Jerome Vallen

Distinguished Members

(Nominated by Chapter 100 and ratified by the  

PKP National Board of Directors)

Harry M. Reid, 1974
Dallas W. Norton, 1976
Robert C. Maxson, 1988

John C. Unrue, 1996
John H. Irsfeld, 1997

Marjorie Barrick, 1998
Carol Harter, 2002

Michael Bowers, 2013
Joseph A. (Andy) Fry, 2014

Honorary Members

Frank Waters, 1972
Michael O’Callahan, 1972

Carolyn Sparks, 1999
Melvin B. Wolzinger, 2000

Jay H. Brown, 2001
Barbara J. Greenspun, 2006
Christina M. Hixson, 2007
Ted & Maria Quirk, 2009

Jim & Heather Murren, 2010
Punam Mather, 2011

Mark Fine, 2012
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Phi Kappa Phi 2015 Initiates

JUNIORS
Giovanna Adams 
Michael Briones
Dylan Brown
Sydney Lee Franklin
Jonathan Habashy
Zakai J. Olsen
Jerry J. Pribil 
Eric J. Smith
Celeste Tsutahara
Rachel Marie Wright

SENIORS
Jose E. Agnir Jr. 
Laura Basinski
Edgar Cervantes
Weng-I Chan
Noelle Cimino
Matthew Enger 
Anthony D.Ferrin
Ali Frazee
Jessica Gamble
Sarah M.Garcia
Christine M. Haynes
Megan Holly
Elaine Johnson
Jesus Yael Lopez-Rojas
Karina Luera
Francisco Morales-Sanchez
Eugenia Moses
Sara J.Moss
Pornpavee Mungrueang
Zach Nielson
Diana Pena
Kelly Jo Petska
Christiana Posner
Christina Mary Prendergast
Jessica Recarey

Christian Rios-Casstell
Rosalie Gail Spear
Robert J. Speciale
Kimberly Ann Stephenson
Olivia Tuttle
Claudia Villasante 
Victoria Vuong
Lisha Yang

GRADUATE STUDENTS
Blake Anderson
Rosnider Binte Arshad
Joe Barnes Jr. 
Kristin Blake
Curtis Boldman
Nathan Bu 
Melissa Buckley
Shannan Calcutt
Denise N.Cook
Trulie Cordeila Cottman
Katelyn E. DiBenedetto 
Kelly Finnerty
Marc Fitzgerald
Molly B.Forgey
Kyle G.Gunn
Joanna C. Harrison
Thomas S.Healing
Lisa Johnson
Ryan A. Kelsch
J. Bryan Kennard
Leiszle R. Lapping-Carr
Richard R.Lehman
Laurel Newton
Jessica L.Payne
Christina R. Pendrak Pepin
Victoria Plagenz
Carolyn Potter-Armstrong
Sanja Samardzija

Alex R.Sandoval
Janessa Schilmoeller
Irina Sharp
Mohammad Shokrolah Shirazi
Dean Ellis Snavely
Adam Michael Solinger 
Adam Steff
K. Askia Talib-deen
Timothy Thatcher
Judith Ungar Neuenkirch
Alexandro Herman Velez
Antonio Villegas
Shelly Volsche
Christopher Yip

FACULTY/STAFF
Ernesto Abel-Santos
Penny Amy
Bradley Donohue
David Fott
Robert Futrell
Marcia Gallo
Donald Hayes
Sherry Marks
Patricia McCrory
Francisco Menendez
Martin Schiller
Tiffany Schmier
John Tuman
Michael Tylo
Oak Vichaikul

ALUMNI
Steve Spatafore
Sherri Theriault 
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Patricia Alpert
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Virko Baley

Harriet Barlow

William Belk

Andrew Bell

Bo Bernhard

E. Lee Bernick

Pradip Bhowmik

Robert Boehm

Michael Bowers

John Bowers

Barbara Brents

Jeanne Brown

Gregory Brown 

Ralph Buechler

Phillip Burns

Felicia Campbell

Lori Candela

David Christianson

Sue Fawn Chung

Sean Clark

William Cross Jr.

John Curry

Tonda De

Susan Dibella

David Dickens

Daniel Timothy Erwin

Jennifer Fabbi

Juanita Price Fain

Kristene Fisher

Brackley Frayer

Laurel Fruth

Joseph (Andy) Fry

Jeffrey Gelfer

Laxm Gewali

Tim Gauthier

Jonathan Good

Dean Gronemeier

Mary Guinan

Kenneth Hanlon

Andrew Hanson

Richard Harp

Carol Harter

Kendall Hartley

Christopher Heavey

Lawrence Henley

Carolyn Hensley

Clemens Heske

Roy Hessinger

Vernon Hodge

Vickie Holmes

Christopher Hudgins

Maria Jerinic-Pravica

Clai Jochum

Julie Johnson

W. Paul Jones

Gayle Juneau

Kyle Kaalberg

Vaune Kadlubek

Louis Kavouras

Christopher Kearney

Jennifer Keene

Roger Keyes

Jeffrey Koep

Kate Korgan

Pat La Putt

Ryan Larsen

Kathleen Lauckner

Raelynn Lee

Tim Lockett

David Loeb

Barbara Luke

Steen Madsen

Rimi Marwah

Donna McAleer

Dan McAllister

Jane McCarthy

Joseph McCullough

Ann McDonough

Marta Meana

John Mercer

Rodney Metcalf

Terance Miethe

Alan Miller

John Minor III

Eugene Moehring

Valarie Morgan-Burke

Lynn Denise Murphy

Brendan O’Toole

Lori Olafson

Paul Palmer

Thomas Pierce

Terrill Pollman

Debra Powell

Laurel Raftery

Katherine Rankin

James Ratigan

Margaret “Peg” Rees

Carl Reiber

Janet Reiber

James Reitz

William Robinson

Eduardo Robleto

Beth Rosenberg

Stephen Rowland

Gail Sammons

Jerry Schefcik

John Schibrowsky

P G Schrader

Sue Schuerman

Lea Sexton

Peter Shiue

Elda Sidhu

Alan Simmons

Stanley Smith

Christine Smith

Tish Smyer

Derek Sommer

Rainier Spencer

Peter Starkweather

Peter Stebberud

Gregory Stephany

Gina Strebel

Nancy Strouse

Michael Sullivan

William Sullivan

Skip Swerdlow

Mehran Tamadonfar

David Tanenhaus

Lori Temple

Tony Terrell

Susan Thompson

Cheryl Tillotson

Mohamed Trabia

Robert Tracy

Frederick Tredup

Cory Tucker

Michelle Tusan

Douglas Unger

Darlene Unrue

John Unrue

Rama Venkat

Kia Vichaikul

Hart Wegner

Paul Werth

John Valery White

Richard Wiley

Woosoon Yim

Carolyn Yucha
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www.phikappaphi.org/web/awards/scholarships_awards.html

http://clubs.unlv.edu/phikappaphi/

Get involved in Chapter 100!

We encourage members to be active in the community. Past PKP community activities 

include outreach efforts at local elementary schools through UNLV’s Adopt-a-School 

program and the creation of the Rebel Reading Room at Dean Petersen Professional 

Development School. We also promote academic excellence through our Member 

Showcase Lectures each semester. Students can organize poster presentations and 

information exchanges. We have a special interest in promoting literacy but are 

open to other opportunities and activities as well. We welcome your interest and 

participation.

Awards and Fellowships
National Phi Kappa Phi Awards

Each year the national organization of Phi Kappa Phi offers more than $700,000 

to outstanding students through its various award and grant competitions, including 

Fellowships, Phi Kappa Phi Scholar & Artist, and Love of Learning awards and its 

Study Abroad and Literacy grants. Check the national website for the most current 

information about these awards and grants.

Chapter 100 website
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